Report on meeting of Classis Central US

of the United Reformed Churches in North America

Convening at Community United Reformed Church of Schererville, IN  —  November 12-13, 2007

Classis Central US has a new candidate for the ministry and a new manner of overseeing its treasurer. 

Meeting at Community URC in Schererville, Ind., under the oversight of Cornerstone URC (Sanborn), the 22nd meeting of Classis Central US convened on the evening of Monday, Nov. 12. 

Delegates spent the largest portion of Monday evening and Tuesday examining Mr. Steve Swets, a Community URC member and graduate of Mid-America Reformed Seminary. 

It was Rachel Swets – Steve’s wife – who made the first appearance before classis, coming forward to accompany the delegates on piano as they lifted their voices in praise. But a short time later, all eyes turned to Steve, who testified to God’s work in turning his eyes away from himself and toward the ministry. 

Mr. Swets explained that, while he was a teen, he went through a time of rebellion which the Lord used to show him the significance of his comfort in Christ. It was at that time that he decided to enter college in preparation for serving the Lord in the ministry. 

During the course of his preparations, Mr. Swets obtained a bachelor’s degree from Calvin College, as well as his Master of Divinity from Mid-America. He served summer internships in Sheffield, Ontario, and Neerlandia, Alberta; and also married Rachel during seminary. They currently are expecting their first child. 

Having witnessed his examination, delegates concurred with the decision of the Community URC Consistory that Mr. Swets had sustained his examination. Should he accept a call within Classis Central US, they agreed, his ordination examination will be waived. 

Classis also approved a new method for overseeing its treasurer, in answer to an overture from Cornerstone URC of Sanborn, Iowa. 

Previously, the Rules of Procedure for Classis Central US did not specify a consistory to oversee the work of the treasurer. In the past year or so, it was recognized that this could cause a problem with tax law, in addition to leaving the treasurer with no direct consistorial oversight. 

Cornerstone requested a change to the Rules of Procedure which would require classis to appoint a consistory to oversee the treasurer’s duties. That consistory would appoint a treasurer and an alternate, and it would oversee their work, which would specifically include the sending of an annual financial report to each Church in the classis and a financial statement for each meeting of classis. 

Cornerstone’s overture asked classis to name it as the overseeing consistory. That overture was approved unanimously. 

In the midst of its business, classis also was asked to advise one congregation concerning a pending discipline case; delegates from Covenant Reformed Church of Kansas City reported on the needs of the Springfield United Reformed Fellowship; and delegates from Lynwood URC reported on their recent decision to begin a Church plant in the western suburbs of Chicago. 

Delegates also took note of two reasons for rejoicing: 

· Providence Reformed Church of Des Moines – which began as a Church plant under Covenant Reformed Church of Pella – sent delegates to classis for the first time since organizing.

· Rev. Spencer Aalsburg of Sioux Falls URC Fellowship and his wife, Julia, welcomed a new daughter, Hannah Sophia, while delegates were preparing to meet on Monday. 

Delegates also expressed their thanks to Rev. Ralph Pontier of Redeemer URC, Orange City, for his years of service on behalf of Classis Central US. Rev. Pontier, who chaired this meeting of classis, recently accepted a call from Emmanuel URC of Neerlandia, Alberta. He and his wife, Lois, plan to depart for the north country at the end of the year. 

Classis Central US plans to meet again at 6 p.m. on Monday, March 10, for a two-day meeting that is expected to include one candidacy examination. Grace URC of Waupun, Wisc., is the next convening consistory. 

Classis wishes to express its sincere appreciation to Community URC for its gracious hospitality, as well as to the Consistory of Cornerstone URC for its work preparing for this meeting of classis. 

For further information, contact Rev. Doug Barnes, pastor of Hills URC & Stated Clerk of Classis, 
by telephone at 507-962-3254 or via e-mail at hillsurc@alliancecom.net

